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Local Voter Turnout Nothing to Be Proud Of 
 

 

By State Representative John J. Ryan 

It looks like I am finally able to say (in mid-December, 
no less!) that General Assembly Special  Sessions are 
concluded for the year. Those who proselytize that we 
need a full-time State Legislature should save their 

breath; the way things have been going over the last few years, it is obvious that the 
legislative calendar of the past has gone the way of the mastodon and the hoola hoop. 
         
While this would be an appropriate time to summarize what did and didn't happen in 
Hartford this year, I would be remiss if I did not comment on a more urgent topic, namely 
local election results. No, I don't mean who won and lost, since I believe that it is safe for 
me to assume that if you are taking the time to read this column, you are likely to have 
seen the election night stories. The urgent topic that should concern all of us, is that once 
again, the majority of voters in our area couldn't be bothered to take a few minutes of 
time to go the polls! 
  
We might be inclined to congratulate ourselves in Darien, after all, apparently we had the 
highest percentage of turnout, at 45 %, of our immediate neighbors. Those slackers in 
New Canaan had a horrible 29% participation rate. Norwalk at 37 % and Greenwich at 39 
% were at least better than that, and Stamford got to 43 %, but let's face it, when you 
consider that there are many folks who do not even bother to register to vote, this is 
absolutely appalling. To put this in perspective, take note of what the percentage will be 
in the Iraqi elections, where your life is seriously at risk if you attempt to go to your 
polling place.  
  
Please do not tell me that local voters are satisfied and content with their town/city 
government, because in neighboring Norwalk, incumbent Mayor Knopp was NOT re-
elected, and in neighboring Stamford, incumbent Mayor Malloy got only 51% of the vote 
(hardly a mandate), so there was not a great difference in turnout in hotly contested races. 
And don't tell me that in affluent lower Fairfield County we are "just too busy" because 
somehow we find time for many worthy charities and causes and activities. So let's be 
candid; most people don't think voting is important, and can't be bothered. And since I am 
very familiar with the tendency to blame government for a variety of ills in the world, I 
feel fully justified in turning the tables, and tossing some blame brickbats at: 
         



• Our newpapers and editors: your consumers, the readers, are obviously not being 
influenced by your product, if in the most important result survey ([the election), 
so few care about participating;  

• Our educators: school systems at all levels cannot be influencing students that 
government is important, and worthy of their interest and their families' 
involvement;  

• Non-profit groups: many worthy organizations lobby all levels of government on 
behalf of their assorted causes, but they are obviously not having much impact on 
the largest and most  important group, the voters themselves;  

• And last but not least, what about YOU, did you vote last month, and if not, 
WHY NOT?  

There are certainly many governmental issues and topics to discuss. But if so few people 
are participating, why bother? So could you please consider adding this worthy matter to 
your list of New Year's resolutions? 
  
And next time, we’ll get to that 2005 recap. 
        
Please feel free to contact me with your concerns and issues. As your state representative, 
it is my job, and my priority to represent you and to make sure that your needs and 
concerns are addressed at the capitol.  You can write to me at Room 4200, Legislative 
Office Building, Hartford, CT 06106-1591, send me e-mail at 
John.Ryan@housegop.state.ct.us or call my office toll-free at 1-800-842-1423. 
 


